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AQUIFER CONSERVATION DISTRICT ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF
SANBORNTON,
NEW HAMPSHIRE

A.  Purpose and Intent

The town of SANBORNTON adopts this ordinance for the promotion of the health, safety, and
general welfare of its residents by protecting the ground water resources in certain areas of the
town underlain by potentially productive unconsolidated aquifers from adverse development or
land use practices (such as, but not limited to, the disposal or storage of solid wastes, sludge,
subsurface waste disposal, road salting materials, gas or other petroleum products) that might
reduce the quality and quantity of water that is now-- and in the future will be- available for use
by municipalities, individuals, and industries.

b.  District Boundaries

The Aquifer conservation District is defined as those areas which are delineated as having
medium and high potential to yield groundwater by the united States Geological Survey and
shown on the Town aquifer District Map (SP78001).

Where the bounds, as delineated, are in doubt or in dispute, the burden of proof shall be upon the
owner(s) of the land in question to show where they should properly be located.  At the request
of the owner(s), the Planning Board may engage a professional geologist, hydrologist, or soil
scientist to determine more accurately the location and extent of an aquifer area, and my charge
the owner(s) for all or part of the cost of the investigation.  The delineation can be modified by
the Planning board upon receipt of findings of the detailed onsite survey techniques.

C. Relation to Districts

where the Aquifer Conservation District is superimposed over another zoning district, the more
restrictive regulations shall apply
D.  Uses Permitted (By Owners or Agents)

The following uses are permitted in the Aquifer conservation District:

1.  Recreation- Aquifer areas may be used for recreation purposes; such as, biking , hunting,



cross country skiing, tennis courts, recreation fields, parks, and others which pose no threat of
contamination or pollution of the groundwater,.  NO more than 10 percent of a lot or tract in the
Aquifer Conservation District shall be covered with pavement, roofing, other material
impervious to water.

2.  Agriculture- Aquifer areas may be used for agricultural purposes such as cultivation and
harvesting of crops, pasture, and grazing, outdoor plan nurseries, orchards, or silvaculture.

Agricultural uses and/or operations which pose a possible threat to groundwater contamination
such as, but not limited to, animal feedlots, manure storage, spraying, or spreading of chemical
fertilizers or pesticides may be permitted subject to approval of the board of Adjustment (see
Articles XII-B-9).

3.  Development- Low density, single-family residential development is permitted, subject to
special conditions listed in Paragraph E, after detailed onsite investigation determines that
sewage disposal systems and access roads can be constructed and maintained without
contamination of the ground water nor diminishing the recharge capability of the aquifer.  No
more than 10 percent of a lot or tract shall be covered with pavement, roofing, or other material
impervious to water.

e.  Special Conditions
1.  Lot Size- The minimum lot size in the Aquifer conservation District is 6 acres.

2.  Site Plan- Any proposal for construction or development within an Aquifer conservation
District shall include a site plan indicating:

a.  all proposed subsurface disposal of waste materials,

b.  proposed excavations and/or earth moving operations which alter the scope or composition of
the soil,

c.  proposed methods of conveying water from roads, paved surfaces, and

d.  any proposed diversion of ground or surface waters on or adjacent to eh site.

3.  The Planning Board may engage such professional assistance as it requires to assist in
evaluation of  the site plan prior to approval and may charge the owner(s) for all or part of the
cost of the evaluation.


